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Course Learning Outcomes:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

CLO 1 Remember key philosophical terms, thinkers, and concepts from major historical and 

thematic traditions in philosophy.

CLO 2 Understand central philosophical questions and distinguish among various schools of 

thought such as rationalism, empiricism, and existentialism.

CLO 3 Apply philosophical reasoning to real-life ethical, social, and metaphysical issues in 

contemporary society.

CLO 4 Analyze philosophical texts and arguments by identifying premises, conclusions, and 

underlying assumptions.

CLO 5 Evaluate differing philosophical perspectives and formulate well-reasoned judgments 

about their validity and implications.

CLO 6 Create original philosophical arguments or responses by synthesizing ideas from 

various traditions and personal reflection



Assessment Pattern

Total Marks

Per Credit 50 Marks

3 Credits Course 150 Marks

2 Credits Course 100 Marks

CIE 60%

SEE 40%

Bloomôs Category Marks 

(out of 45)

Tests

(45)

Assignments

(15)

Quizzes

(10)

External Participation in 

Curricular/Co -Curricular 

Activities (20)

Remember 10 05 Attendance: 15

Viva-Voce: 05
Understand 10 05 05

Apply 05 10

Analyze 10

Evaluate 05

Create 05

CIE- Continuous Internal Evaluation (90 Marks-60%)



SEE- Semester End Examination (60 Marks-40%)



Course plan specifying content, teaching-learning and assessment strategy mapped with CLOs

Week Topic Teaching-Learning 

Strategy

Assessment Strategy Corresponding 

CLOs

1 Introduction: History, Meaning, 

Definition; Nature & Scope

Lecture, Q&A, brief 

history through visual 

timeline

Participation, Quiz, 

Summative Examination

CLO1

2 Branches of Philosophy: Metaphysics, 

Epistemology, Axiology

Lecture with examples, 

Interactive Discussion

Participation, class 

discussion, Quiz, 

Summative Examination

CLO1

3 Methods of Philosophizing: Logic, 

Existentialism, Analytic Tradition, 

Phenomenology

Comparative 

discussion, Lecture

Peer evaluation, Summative 

Examination

CLO3, CLO4, 

CLO5

4 Methods of Philosophizing: Deductive 

and Inductive Reasoning

Task based Teaching, 

Lecture

Class Performance CLO6

5 Theories of Knowledge: 

Authoritarianism, Rationalism, 

Empiricism, Intuitionism, Mysticism

Lecture, critical 

thinking exercise

Concept mapping, 

Summative Examination

CLO2, CLO3, 

CLO4



Week Topic Teaching-Learning 

Strategy

Assessment Strategy Corresponding 

CLOs

6 Nature of Knowledge: Idealism, 

Realism, Pragmatism, Agnosticism, 

Existentialism

Interactive Discussion, Individual reflection, 

Summative Examination

CLO3, CLO5

7 Philosophy of Mind:

Descartes and the Discovery of the 

Mind-Body Problem, Mind-Body 

Problem, Dualism vs Monism

Case studies, 

interactive mind maps

Oral presentation, 

Summative Examination

CLO3, CLO4

8 Philosophy of Mind: Immortality of the 

Soul, Free Will, Optimism vs 

Pessimism

Philosophical 

storytelling, Lecture

Summative Examination CLO3, CLO6

9 Philosophy of God: Theism, Deism, 

Atheism, Problem of Evil

Lecture-dialogue, 

multimedia resources

Quiz, Summative 

Examination

CLO2, CLO4, 

CLO5

10 Western Philosophers: Socrates, Plato, 

Aristotle, Machiavelli

Biographical 

storytelling, Lecture

Summative Examination CLO2, CLO5



Week Topic Teaching-Learning 

Strategy

Assessment Strategy Corresponding 

CLOs

11 Western Philosophers: Rousseau, 

Immanuel Kant, Nietzsche, Karl Marx

Biographical 

storytelling, Lecture

Summative Examination CLO2, CLO5

12 Western Philosophies: Revision, QnA Review quiz, student 

questions

Assignment All CLOs

13 Eastern Philosophies: Buddhism Lecture, Story telling Interactive Discussion, SEE CLO2, CLO3, 

ClO4, CLO5

14 Eastern Philosophies: Confucianism Student-led discussion, 

analogy-based 

thinking

Quiz, SEE CLO2, CLO3, 

ClO4, CLO5

15 Eastern Philosophies: Charvakism Value discussion, 

dialectic method

Socratic questioning, SEE CLO2, CLO3, 

ClO4, CLO5



Week Topic Teaching-Learning 

Strategy

Assessment Strategy Corresponding 

CLOs

16 School of Muslim Philosophy: SufismStorytelling, 

multimedia lecture

Class Participation, SEE CLO2, CLO3, 

ClO4, CLO5

17 Eastern Philosophies: Revision, QnA Review quiz, student 

questions

Assignment All CLOs



Suggested Readings:
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Oxford UniversityPress.

Law, S. (2011). Thephilosophygym: 25shortadventuresin thinking. Headline.

Nagel, T. (1987). What doesit all mean?A very short introduction to philosophy.

Oxford UniversityPress.

Russell,B. (2004). The problemsof philosophy. Oxford University Press. (Original

work published1912)

Scruton,R. (2014). Thinkers of the new left. BloomsburyContinuum. (For critical

perspectivesonmodernideologies.)

Solomon,R. C., & Higgins,K. M. (2018). The big questions: A short introductionto

philosophy(10th ed.). CengageLearning.

Warburton,N. (2012). A little historyof philosophy. YaleUniversityPress.

Magee,B. (2001). Thestoryof philosophy. DK Publishing.

Copleston,F. (1993). A historyof philosophy(Vols. 1ï9). ImageBooks. (For advanced

or referenceuse.)

Hossain, A. (2008). Introduction to philosophy. Dhaka: Anupam Prokashoni.

(Bangladeshicontext)
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The word Philosophy comes
from the Greek philo (love)
and sophia(wisdom)and so is
literally definedasάǘƘŜloveof
ǿƛǎŘƻƳέ

Meaning of Philosophy

https://www.worldhistory.org/disambiguation/greek/


According to an ancient tradition Pythagoras (born on the

Greekisland of Samos,c. 580 B.C.) coinedthe Greekword

'philosopher'meaning'lover of wisdom'to contrastwith 'wise

man'(sophist), sayingof himself thathewasonly a manwho

lovedwisdom(a wisdom-loving man),nota wiseman.

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ {ƻŎǊŀǘŜǎ ά Wonder is the feeling of a philosopher, 
ŀƴŘ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ƛƴ ǿƻƴŘŜǊΦέ

Originof Philosophy



There is considerabledisagreementamongphilosophersabout the origin of

philosophy. For example,somethink philosophyoriginatesfrom curiosityand

skepticism,while othersthink philosophyoriginatesfrom truth-seekingor the

desireto know. Othersthink it originatedfrom practicalnecessity. Many also

consider spiritual motivation and thirst as the reason for the origin of

philosophy. Philosophy,as we know it today, developedin ancientGreece,

starting in the 6th century BC. Meanwhile, other philosophical traditions

sprungup in ChinaandIndia.

Philosopherssoughtanswersto the big questionsof life andthe world. What

distinguishesphilosophicalanswersto thesequestionsis theconditionthat the

answers are based on reason. That is, the strength of a philosophical

explanationcomesdown to the strengthof the reasonsthat could be found to

supportit

When a humanbaby is born, it cries out as soonas it is born. Becausehis

environmentandsurroundingsarecompletelynew anddiverse. Slowly ashe

grew older his curiosity grew. That is, curiosity is his naturalnature. Thenhe

wants to know his life and world with wonder,sometimesdoubt. And this

curiosity and wonder of people gives rise to philosophy. He never stops

learningnewthingsanddiscoversandestablishesgreatthings. In thewordsof

thepoetNazrul, it canbesaid,ñIwill seetheworld in thepalmof my handò.

Theindomitabledesireof manto grasptheworld givesriseto philosophy.



According to Immanuel Kant

ñPhilosophy is the science of knowledge and criticismò

According to Plato

"He who hasa tastefor everysortof knowledgeandwho

is curious to learn and is never satisfiedmay be justly

termedasa philosopher.ò

According to Aristotle

"Philosophyis a sciencewhich discoversthe real nature

of supernaturalelements"

Definition of Philosophy



Now let us discuss the Nature and Scope of Philosophy, i.e. the characteristics of philosophy. In fact, philosophy 

deals with all the branches of thought. Yet we can consider the following facts ï

Ç Dealing with God is a significant concern of philosophy. It tries to find out the possibility of the existence of 

God, the nature of God, method of activities of God.

Ç Knowledge is the most important discussing matter of philosophy. It discusses the ins and outs of knowledge.

Ç The prime concern of philosophy is life. Nothing in the universe is beyond life and nothing in life is beyond 

philosophy. Moreover, philosophy is the criticism and interpretation of life. It enquires into the nature, 

meaning, purpose, origin, and destiny of human life.

Ç The chief instrument of philosophy is logic. Being logical, it does not want to believe anything without logic. 

Its method is rational speculation ïlogical analysis and synthesis.

Ç Because of its dealing with the scientific method, everything in philosophy is methodically based on science.

Ç Philosophy has a close affinity with psychology. It takes effort to disclose the functions of psychology.

Nature, Scope, and the Subject Matter of Philosophy



Ç Mysteriesof theuniverseget importancein philosophy. Becausethey

aretheburningquestionsfor all timesfor philosophy.

Ç Philosophyandliteraturearecloselyrelatedto eachother: philosophy

is oftenrevealedthroughliterary works.

Ç Philosophyalsodealswith animalandplantlife.

Ç Philosophyalso dealswith science. It tries to find out the origin of

science,andthepossibilityof changingthemethodsof science.

In fine, we mustsaythatphilosophyis a vastfield whereall branchesof

knowledgegeta placeto stayaswell asto bediscussed. Indeeddifferent

sciencesdeal with different departmentsof the world and give us a

sectional view of the world. Philosophy harmonizes the highest

conclusionsof thedifferentsciences,coordinatesthemwith oneanother,

and gives a rational conceptionof the whole world. So philosophyis

very importantfor usasa subject.



Branches of Philosophy

Adnan Shakur

Lecturer & Co-Head

Department of English

University of Global Village (UGV), Barishal

Week - 2

Slide: 16- 21



Philosophy is a field that involves critical

thinking, so philosophy plays a role in all

fields. Philosophyhelpedto developand even

create some fields. For example, science

developedout of natural philosophy. Physics,

the cosmos,andnaturewerestudiedasnatural

philosophy.

Thereareseveralbranchesof Philosophy.

Amongthemthemajorbranchesof philosophy

are epistemology, which studies knowledge;

metaphysics, which studiesreality and being;

axiology, which studies valuation within

aestheticsandethics; andpolitical philosophy,

whichstudiesgovernment.



Epistemologyis the branchof philosophy

that considershow peoplecome to learn

what they know. Derived from the Greek

word episteme, meaning knowledge or

understanding,epistemologyrefers to the

natureand origin of knowledgeand truth.

Epistemologyproposesthat thereare four

main bases of knowledge: divine

revelation, experience,logic and reason,

and intuition. These influence how

teaching, learning, and understanding

comeaboutin theclassroom.

Epistemology



The word ñMetaphysicsòis derived from the Greek

words "meta & physika" - meaning 'after physicsô.

Metaphysicshas been a primary area of philosophical

debate. It is mainly concernedwith explainingthe nature

of beingandthe world. Traditionally, it hastwo different

study areas, including Cosmology and Ontology.

Cosmology is focused on understandingthe origin,

evolution, and eventual fate of the universe, which

includeslaws that keepit in perfectorder. On the other

hand,Ontology investigatesvarioustypesof things that

exist andtheir relationshipwith eachother. Much before

the discovery of modern science, all science-related

questionswereaskedasapartof Metaphysics.

Metaphysics



Axiology is thebranchof philosophythat

considers the study of principles and

values. Thesevaluesaredivided into two

main kinds: ethicsand aesthetics. Ethics

is the questioningof moralsandpersonal

values. Aestheticsis the examinationof

what is beautiful, enjoyable,or tasteful.

In axiology educationis more than just

aboutknowledgebut alsoquality of life.

Axiology
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Methods of Philosophizing














